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Accomplice - A person who helps another commit a crime (มิตรประจักษ์)
Alibi - A claim or piece of evidence that one was elsewhere when a crime occurred (หลบ
หลีก)
Arson - The criminal act of intentionally setting fire to property (การลักทรัพย์)
Bail - Money or property deposited with the court to secure the release of an accused
person (การประกันตัว)
Burglary - Unlawful entry into a building with the intent to commit a crime, usually
theft (การลักทรัพย์)
Capital Punishment - The death penalty, a government-sanctioned practice for certain
crimes (โทษตาย)
Community Service - Unpaid work performed for the benefit of the community as a
form of punishment (งานบริการชุมชน)
Conviction - A formal declaration that someone is guilty of a criminal offense (การ
ลงโทษ)
Crime - An act or the commission of an act that is forbidden or the omission of a duty
that is commanded by a public law and that makes the offender liable to punishment by
that law (อาชญากรรม)
Criminal - A person who has committed a crime (ผู้กระทำความผิด)
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Cybercrime - Criminal activities carried out by means of computers or the internet
(อาชญากรรมไซเบอร์)
Defendant - An individual, company, or institution sued or accused in a court of law
(จำเลย)
Detention - The state of being held in custody, especially for a political offense (การ
กักขัง)
Drug Trafficking - The illegal trade of drugs, typically in large quantities (การค้ายาเสพ
ติด)
Embezzlement - The theft or misappropriation of funds placed in one's trust or
belonging to one's employer (การเอาเงินที่ใช้ในการจัดการหรือเงินที่เป็นของนายจ้างมาใช้)
Exoneration - The action of officially absolving someone from blame; vindication (การ
ชดใช้)
Extortion - The practice of obtaining something, especially money, through force or
threats (การขู่เข็ญ)
Felony - A serious criminal offense, typically punishable by imprisonment for more than
a year (อาชญากรรมที่รุนแรง)
Forgery - The action of forging or producing a copy of a document, signature, banknote,
or work of art (การปลอม)
Fraud - Wrongful or criminal deception intended to result in financial or personal gain
(การทุจริต)
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Grand Theft - Theft of property of a significant value, often considered a felony (การลัก
ทรัพย์ที่มีมูลค่าสูง)
Homicide - The deliberate and unlawful killing of one person by another; murder (การ
ฆาตกรรม)
Identity Theft - The fraudulent acquisition and use of a person's private identifying
information (การปลอมแปลงบุคคลิกาย)
Imprisonment - The state of being confined in prison; incarceration (การจำคุก)
Indictment - A formal charge or accusation of a serious crime (ข้อหา)
Injunction - A court order that prevents someone from doing a particular act (คำสั่งห้าม)
Jail - A place for the confinement of people accused or convicted of a crime (เรือนจำ)
Judge - A public official appointed to decide cases in a court of law (ผู้พิพากษา)
Jury - A group of people sworn to render a verdict in a trial based on evidence presented
to them (คณะลูกขุน)
Kidnapping - The unlawful abduction of a person, typically to obtain a ransom (การ
ลักพาตัว)



4

Larceny - Theft of personal property without breaking and entering (การลักทรัพย์)
Lawsuit - A civil action brought before a court in which a party claims to have suffered a
loss due to the actions of another party (คดีความ)
Manslaughter - The crime of killing a human being without malice aforethought (การ
ฆาตกรรม)
Miranda Rights - A list of rights that must be read to a suspect before questioning (สิทธิ
ของผู้ต้องหาตามกฎหมายที่ต้องแจ้งให้ทราบ)
Misdemeanor - A minor wrongdoing, typically punishable by a fine or a short
confinement (ความผิดเล็กน้อย)
Murder - The unlawful premeditated killing of one human being by another (การ
ฆาตกรรม)
Parole - The release of a prisoner temporarily or permanently before the completion of
a sentence (การอนุญาตให้รับโทษ)
Perjury - The offense of willfully telling an untruth in a court after having taken an oath
or affirmation (การเท็จ)
Plea Bargain - An arrangement in which a defendant agrees to plead guilty to a lesser
charge to avoid a more severe sentence (การต่อรอง)
Police - A civil force responsible for enforcing laws and maintaining public order (ตำรวจ)
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Prison - A building where people are legally held as a punishment for a crime (เรือนจำ)
Probation - The release of an offender from detention, subject to a period of good
behavior under supervision (การอนุญาตให้ศาลเลิกความเข้มงวด)
Prosecution - The institution and conducting of legal proceedings against someone in
respect of a criminal charge (การดำเนินคดี)
Punishment - The infliction or imposition of a penalty as retribution for an offense (การ
ลงโทษ)
Racketeering - Organized illegal activities undertaken by an individual or organization
(การร้องทุน)
Rehabilitation - The action of restoring someone to health or normal life through
training and therapy after imprisonment (การฟื้ นฟู)
Robbery - The action of taking property unlawfully from someone's person or
immediate possession by force or threat (การปล้น)
Search Warrant - A legal document authorizing a police officer or other official to enter
and search premises (หมายฉลากค้น)
Sentence - The punishment assigned to a defendant found guilty by a court (โทษ)
Shoplifting - The theft of goods from a store (การขโมยของที่ร้าน)
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Smuggling - The illegal transportation of goods or people, typically across borders (การ
ลักลอบ)
Suspect - A person thought to be guilty of a crime or offense (ผู้ต้องสงสัย)
Testimony - A formal written or spoken statement, especially one given in a court of
law (คำให้การ)
Theft - The action or crime of stealing (การลักทรัพย์)
Trespassing - The act of unlawfully entering someone's property (การบุกรุก)
Verdict - A decision on a disputed issue in a civil or criminal case (วินิจฉัย)
Vigilante - A member of a self-appointed group of citizens who undertake law
enforcement without legal authority (ประชาชนกฏหมาย)
Witness - A person who sees an event, typically a crime or accident, take place (พยาน)
White Collar Crime - Non-violent, financially motivated crimes typically committed by
individuals, businesses, or government professionals (อาชญากรรมหีบสีขาว)
Warrant - A legal document issued by a court authorizing the arrest or search of a
person or the seizure of property (หมายศาล)
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Wrongful Death - A death that results from a wrongful act or negligence; a basis for a
civil action for damages on behalf of the deceased's survivors (การตายโดยไม่ชอบด้วย
กฎหมาย)
Youth Offender - A young person who has committed a criminal offense (ผู้กระทำความ
ผิดทางอายุ)
Unlawful - Contrary to or prohibited by law (ผิดกฎหมาย)
Vandalism - The action involving deliberate destruction of or damage to public or
private property (การทำลายทรัพย์สิน)
Violation - An act or instance of violating something (การละเมิด)
Victim - A person harmed, injured, or killed as a result of a crime, accident, or other
event or action (เหยื่อ)
Witness Protection - Measures taken to protect a witness from harm or intimidation
(การป้องกันพยาน)
Wrongdoing - Behavior that is morally or legally wrong (การกระทำผิด)
Xenophobia - Dislike or prejudice against people from other countries (การเกลียดชาติ
ต่างชาติ)
Zero Tolerance - A policy of strict enforcement of laws, especially in areas of crime
prevention (นโยบายที่ไม่ยอมรับการละเมิดกฎหมาย)



READING EXERCISE
 

Unveil ing the Tapestry of Crime and Punishment: Navigating the Legal
Landscape

In the intricate tapestry of society,  the strands of crime and punishment are
tightly woven, shaping the contours of justice and morality.  As we delve
into the depths of this complex web, it  becomes evident that the dynamics
of criminal activities and their consequences are not only legal matters but
reflections of societal norms, ethics,  and the quest for equil ibrium.

The Spectrum of Crime: 
Crime, an umbrella term encompassing a myriad of i l l icit  activities,  ranges
from petty thefts to heinous acts of violence. The motivations behind
criminal behavior are as diverse as the crimes themselves. Financial gain,
desperation, revenge, or ideological beliefs can drive individuals to
transgress the boundaries of the law. Understanding the spectrum of crime
requires an exploration of its various facets,  motivations, and societal
implications.

Investigation and Accusation: 
When a crime occurs,  the gears of the legal system set into motion. Law
enforcement agencies launch investigations to gather evidence, interview
witnesses, and identify suspects.  The accused, often referred to as the
defendant, faces the weight of an accusation. The process of indictment
follows, wherein formal charges are brought against the alleged
perpetrator,  leading to the initiation of legal proceedings.

The Crucial Role of Witnesses: 
In the pursuit of justice, witnesses play a pivotal role. Their testimonies,
presented in court,  provide firsthand accounts of events surrounding the
crime. The veracity of witness testimony can sway the verdict,  influencing
whether a defendant is convicted or exonerated. Witness protection
programs are implemented to shield individuals who come forward from
potential harm or intimidation.
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Legal Proceedings and the Courtroom Drama: 
Legal proceedings unfold in the courtroom, where the prosecution and
defense present their cases. The prosecution, representing the state,
endeavors to prove the defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The
defense, on the other hand, seeks to challenge the evidence and establish
reasonable doubt. The judge and jury,  unbiased arbiters of justice,
deliberate on the facts presented to reach a verdict.

Verdict and Sentencing: 
The culmination of a trial is  marked by the delivery of a verdict.  If  the
defendant is found guilty,  sentencing follows. The spectrum of punishment
is vast,  ranging from fines and probation to imprisonment and, in extreme
cases, capital punishment. The principle of proportionality dictates that the
severity of punishment should be commensurate with the gravity of the
crime committed.

Rehabilitation vs. Retribution: 
Beyond punitive measures, the philosophy underpinning the legal system is
subject to ongoing debate. Some advocate for rehabil itation, viewing the
correctional system as an opportunity for offenders to reform and
reintegrate into society.  Others lean towards retribution, emphasizing the
need for punishment as a deterrent and recompense for victims. Striking a
balance between these approaches remains a perpetual challenge for the
justice system.

Contemporary Challenges: 
In the digital age, new frontiers of crime have emerged, giving rise to
cybercrime, identity theft,  and other technologically facil itated offenses.
Law enforcement agencies grapple with staying ahead of criminals who
exploit the vastness of the internet for i l l icit  activities.  As the landscape
evolves, legal frameworks and investigative methodologies must adapt to
effectively combat modern challenges.
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Community Involvement and Crime Prevention: 
Preventing crime requires a collective effort involving communities,  law
enforcement, and policymakers.  Community policing initiatives foster
collaboration between residents and law enforcement, creating a shared
responsibil ity for safety. Education and awareness campaigns empower
individuals to recognize potential threats and contribute to crime
prevention efforts.  A proactive approach to community safety can mitigate
the occurrence of criminal activities.

Restorative Justice and Alternatives: 
The concept of restorative justice introduces alternatives to traditional
punitive measures. This approach focuses on repairing the harm caused by
the crime, fostering empathy between offenders and victims. Restitution,
community service, and conflict resolution mechanisms aim to restore
balance and address the root causes of criminal behavior.  It  represents a
paradigm shift from punitive consequences to a more holistic and
rehabil itative outlook.
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Crime, an umbrella term encompassing a myriad of i l l icit  activities,
ranges from ________  thefts to heinous acts of violence.
When a crime occurs,  law enforcement agencies launch investigations to
gather evidence, interview witnesses, and identify ________ .
The accused, often referred to as the ________ ,  faces the weight of an
accusation.
The process of ________  follows, wherein formal charges are brought
against the alleged perpetrator,  leading to the initiation of legal
proceedings.
In the pursuit of justice, ________  play a pivotal role. Their testimonies,
presented in court,  provide firsthand accounts of events surrounding the
crime.
Legal proceedings unfold in the ________ ,  where the prosecution and
defense present their cases.
The culmination of a trial is  marked by the delivery of a ________ .
The principle of ________  dictates that the severity of punishment should
be commensurate with the gravity of the crime committed.
Beyond punitive measures, the philosophy underpinning the legal system
is subject to ongoing ________ .
Preventing crime requires a collective effort involving communities,  law
enforcement, and ________ .

Exercise: Vocabulary Challenge 
Now, let's test your understanding of the vocabulary used in this article.  Fill
in the blanks with the appropriate words:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.



Petty
Suspects
Defendant
Indictment
Witnesses
Courtroom
Verdict
Proportionality
Debate
Policymakers

Answers
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
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