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REVIEW

Format of the IELTS Academic Reading

Structure: Three passages with various question types (e.g., multiple-choice, matching,

True/False/Not Given).

Skills Tested: Comprehension of complex texts, extracting key information, and understanding the

writer’s opinions and purpose.

Duration: 60 minutes, with 40 questions.

Time Management: Aim to spend 18-20 minutes per passage for optimal performance.

True, False, Not Given; Yes, No, Not Given responses do need to be completely spelled out. 
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PART TWO: GRAMMAR

SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT
PRESENT SIMPLE VS CONTINUOUS
COLLOCATIONS
ARTICLES AND PLURAL NOUNS
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SUBJECT VERB AGREEMENT

Main Content:
 📝 Rule: The subject and verb must agree in number (singular or plural).

Examples:
 ✅ She likes ice cream. (Singular subject → Singular verb)
 ✅ They like ice cream. (Plural subject → Plural verb)

🚀 Common Mistaks:
 ❌ She like ice cream. (Wrong! "She" is singular, so the verb must be "likes.")
🔹 Quick Tip: Ignore extra words between the subject and the verb!
✅ The bag of apples is on the table. (The subject is "bag," not "apples.")
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PRESENT SIMPLE VS CONTINUOUS

📌 Present Simple is used for facts, habits, and routines.
 ✅ She works every day.

📌 Present Continuous is used for actions happening now.
 ✅ She is working right now.

⚠️ Common Mistake:
 ❌ She is working every day. (Wrong! "Every day" means it’s a routine, so use Present Simple.)
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PRESENT SIMPLE VS CONTINUOUS

📌 Present Simple (Beyond Basics)
Future timetables & schedules → The train leaves at 6 PM.
Stative verbs (thoughts, emotions, senses) → I understand your point.
Headlines & storytelling → The hero enters the room and sees the treasure.

📌 Present Continuous (Beyond Basics)
Temporary situations → She is living in Paris for a few months.
Changing trends → The world is becoming more digital.
Annoying habits (with 'always') → He is always forgetting his keys!
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COLLOCATIONS

🔹 Excavation & Discovery
Conduct an excavation
Uncover ancient ruins
Discover artifacts
Unearth buried remains
Find a lost civilization

🔹 Research & Analysis
Study archaeological evidence
Analyze pottery fragments
Examine historical relics
Date an ancient manuscript
Preserve cultural heritage

🔹 Sites & Structures
Explore an archaeological site
Restore historical monuments
Protect a heritage site
Map out underground ruins

🔹 Historians & Research
Interpret historical documents
Provide a historical perspective
Challenge a historical narrative
Analyze primary sources
Investigate ancient civilizations
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ARTICLES AND PLURAL NOUNS

📌 General Rule for Articles
A / An: Used with singular nouns to refer to something non-specific.

Example: I saw a dog in the park.
The: Used with both singular and plural nouns when referring to specific things.

Example: The dogs in the park were playing.
📌 With Plural Nouns

No article: Do not use an article when talking about general ideas or things in a general sense.
Example: I love dogs.

(Here, "dogs" refers to dogs in general, not specific dogs.)
The: Use ‘the’ for specific plural nouns.

Example: I saw the dogs in the park.
(This refers to specific dogs that the speaker and listener both know about.)

🚀 Quick Tip:
Use ‘the’ with plural nouns when both the speaker and listener know which things you are talking about.
Don't use ‘a’ or ‘an’ with plural nouns.
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PART TWO: READING WORKSHOP

INTRODUCTION TO IELTS QUESTIONS
TRUE, FALSE, NOT GIVEN

READING TECHNIQUES
SKIMMING AND SCANNING
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BASIC READING STRATEGY

  1. Read the task instructions carefully: Understand what type of information you're
required to fill in. Pay attention to word limits and the kind of responses needed (words,
phrases, or numbers).

  2. Identify keywords: Read the questions and look for keywords or phrases in the
questions. These would include adverbs and verbs or adjectives and nouns. Keywords
always include proper nouns that correspond to the information in the passage. This will
guide you to the specific section that contains the answers.

  3. Consider Paraphrases and synonyms: Answers might not be directly stated in the
passage using the same words as in the notes. So, look for synonyms, paraphrased
versions, or examples of the keywords provided in the questions.
 
  4. Scan and Skim for answers: Scan the passage for the relevant information. After
locating the appropriate area with various similar themes or keywords, then skim read it. 
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COMPLETING THE TRUE, FALSE, NOT GIVEN TASK

🔹 In this question-type, each word is equally important. But, I’m going to

explain the meaning of each of the options True, False, and Not Given and

then we’ll discuss the technique to selecting the correct answer. 

Use the Basic Reading Strategy, and then...1.

Compare your keywords to the text by scanning it. Does it have the same

themes? If yes, then skim read it and answer whether it is True, False, or Not

Given.

2.

🔹You must write the full answer: True not T, False not F, and Not Given not NG.
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COMPLETING THE MULTIPLE CHOICE TASK

🔹In this question-type, each word is again equally important. 

Use the Basic Reading Strategy, and then...1.

Compare your keywords from the question (not the options) to the passage by

scanning it. Does it have the same themes or keywords? If yes, then skim

read it and select the option. 

2.

🚀 Hint:

The option which is correct has the highest number of keywords or themes in the

same part of the passage.

You must write the full answer: True not T, False not F, and Not Given not NG.
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